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Water plays vital role
in economic growth

WATER is central to the development
of the economy and job creation.
The irrigated agricultural economy
which accounts for 60% water-use
has created 8.5 million direct and
indirect employment (2011, GCIS
report).

The energy sector although
only using 2% of water available,
contributes about 15% to the GDP of
South Africa and creates jobs for 250
000 people.

The energy sector, with Eskom,
the national power generator, at
the pinnacle, is highly dependent
on reliable supplies of water for the
generation of electricity.

The National Water Act (No 36 of
1998) only makes provision for one’s
right to water, being the reserve.

This is the water required to
maintain the ecosystem and basic
human needs.

Except for the water required for
this reserve and basic human needs
use, all the other water uses must be
authorised by DWS or a Catchment

Management Agency (CMA).

Given the role of water in all
socio-economic development, the
next question to be asked is: how do
water-use licences further advance
growth and development of the
country?

The revised time-frames for the
finalisation of the water-use licence
application will ensure that DWS is
an active and responsible participant
within the economic and social
sectors.

We, however, call upon all
stakeholders including applicants
and other stakeholders (Government
departments and NGOs) to assist the
department to ensure seamless pre-
application processing by submitting
correct and relevant documentation
timeously.

It has become clear that water
plays a vital role in the socio-
economic growth and development
of the country. This growth and
development are founded on the
goals of the National Development
(NDP). In his Supplementary Budget
recently, the Minister of Finance,
Honourable Tito Mboweni said:
“This budget sets out a roadmap not
to merely return the economy to
where it was before the coronavirus,
but to forge a new economy in a
new global reality.”

As such, water-use licensing as a
catalyst for growth is a flywheel by
which DWS will assist South Africa
in growing an inclusive economy
from the ashes of the current Covid-
19 pandemic.

SPUTNIK RATAU | Acting chief director/
spokesperson: Department of Water and
Sanitation
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